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Meet ELLA Learning Studio

ELLA Learning Studio is a hybrid microschool in Houston for students in
grades 6—-12 who need more than a traditional classroom can offer.
Through small-group, mastery-based instruction, students build
academic confidence, strengthen critical thinking skills, and develop
ownership of their learning.

Guided by a doctoral researcher and supported by MIC, ELLA’s
proprietary Socratic Al learning coach, students engage in deeper
understanding rather than memorization. ELLA combines academic
rigor, flexibility, and personalized support to create a learning
environment where students feel known, challenged, and empowered
to thrive.

Located in Houston, Texas

Grades 6-12

Hybrid and flexible enrollment options

Support for specialized learning needs

Inquiry- and project-based learning

Learn More About This School
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How to Use
This Guide

You don’t need to read this guide cover to cover.

We designed it so you can jump to what matters most to your family—
whether you're just starting to explore microschools or already
comparing specific options.

Use the sections, checklists, and worksheets as tools to help you think
clearly and make a confident decision.

Icons you’ll see along the way:
9 Insight — helpful context to consider
f% Tip — perspective from educators and families

Reflection — questions to help you think clearly

Worksheet — reusable planning tools



Welcome:
A Note to Families

Families don’t start questioning school lightly.

Most do it because something feels off. A child who once

loved learning now feels disengaged. A classroom feels too big.

The pace feels wrong. Or a school that works well for other students
isn’t working well for yours.

You know in your heart that your child deserves more. Learning should feel
magical. School should be a place where kids explore, take risks, and chase
their curiosity. Too often, it doesn’t feel that way.

If you're reading this guide, you're likely paying close attention and wondering
whether there might be a learning environment that fits your child better.

Today, families have more educational options than ever. Public schools,
charter schools, private schools, homeschooling, and microschools all serve
different needs in different ways.

Microschools—small, relationship-driven schools—are one option families
explore when they want learning to feel more personal, more responsive, and
more connected to how their child actually learns.

This guide isn’t here to tell you what to choose. It’s here to help you understand
where microschools fit, how they work, what questions to ask, and how to
decide whether this path makes sense for your family.

What matters most is that your child is seen, supported, and able to grow.

We’'re glad you’re here, and we hope this guide helps you move forward
with clarity.

.

Amar Kumar
Parent and CEO, KaiPod Learning



What is a Microschool?

Microschools are small, relationship-driven learning environments where a
dedicated educator works with a small group of students—typically 5-25.

While each microschool is different, most share a few core characteristics:

- Small group sizes

« Personalized learning approaches

« Flexible schedules or structures

« Strong relationships between students and educators

Some operate full-time. Others are hybrid. Some follow structured curriculum,
while others use project-based or self-paced models.

There isn’t one “type” of microschool—and that flexibility is part of what makes
them appealing to many families.



What Learning Can Look
Like in a Microschool

While each microschool is different, many share a similar feel day to day.

A smaller, more personal learning environment
Your child is part of a small group where they are known, supported, and seen.

Flexible structure, not one-size-fits-all schedules

Some microschools run full-day programs. Others offer hybrid schedules or
flexible pacing.

More hands-on, engaging learning
Students often:

« work on projects

« collaborate with peers

- move at their own pace

- apply what they’re learning in real ways

Stronger relationships with educators

With fewer students, educators can adjust learning in real time and provide
more individual support.

Room for your child to be themselves

Many families notice their child becomes more confident, engaged, and
motivated when learning feels more personal.



Microschools in Texas:
A Growing Option for Families

Across Texas, families have more options than ever when it comes to how their
children learn.

In addition to traditional public schools, many families consider charter
schools, private schools, homeschooling, and hybrid learning models.

For families considering microschools, the key question is often not just what a
microschool is—but how it fits into Texas’s funding landscape.

What Microschools Often Look Like in Texas

Microschools are small, in-person learning environments where a dedicated
educator works with a small group of students—typically 5-25.

They often feel different from traditional schools in a few key ways:

« more individualized attention

« flexible pacing instead of one-size-fits-all instruction
- hands-on, project-based learning

« strong relationships between students and educators

Depending on the school, they may also offer:

« faith-based or values-centered learning

« hybrid or flexible schedules

« support for students who need a more personalized
environment

No two microschools are exactly the same, and that
flexibility is part of what draws many families to them.

Why Structure Matters in Texas

Microschools in Texas can be set up in different ways—
such as private schools, hybrid programs, or
homeschool-based environments.

Because of that, how families pay can vary
widely, especially with new programs like TEFA.
The next section explains how funding works
and what to look for.



How Microschools Fit Into
Texas’s Funding Landscape

In Texas, microschools are not a single, separately defined funding category.

Families typically pay for microschools in one of three ways:

« private tuition
« homeschool or hybrid arrangements
« state-funded support through the Texas Education Freedom Account (TEFA)

Because microschools can be structured in different ways, funding eligibility
depends on how the school is set up and whether it is approved to participate
in TEFA.

If a microschool operates as an approved private school under TEFA, families may
be able to use a larger portion of available funding toward tuition.

If it operates as a homeschool or hybrid program—or is not approved—funding is
typically more limited and may apply only to certain expenses.

Texas Education Freedom Accounts (TEFA)

The application window for Texas Education Freedom Accounts (TEFA) was
February-March for the 2026-27 school year. Future application timelines may
follow a similar schedule, so families should plan to apply when the next window
opens.

How TEFA Funding Works

Funding amounts vary depending on how a student is enrolled:

« Up to ~$10,474 per student per year for students attending an approved
private school
« Up to ~$2,000 per year for homeschool or other non-private-school students

« Up to ~$30,000 per year for students with qualifying disabilities

TEFA funds are used through a state-managed system to pay for approved
education expenses, rather than being distributed directly to families as cash.



How Students Are Selected

Because demand may exceed available funding, TEFA uses a structured
selection process:

Priority is given to students with disabilities and families with lower incomes
If applications exceed available funding, a lottery system is used

Applying earlier does not increase your chances once you are within the
application window

If one child in a family is accepted, eligible siblings who apply are also
accepted

What TEFA Funds May Cover

Depending on eligibility and how the microschool is structured, TEFA funds may
be used for:

private school tuition and fees
curriculum and learning materials
tutoring or academic support
therapy or specialized services

other approved educational expenses

What This Means for Microschools

For families considering a microschool, TEFA can make a meaningful difference—
for schools that are approved to participate.

In practice, there are three common scenarios:

Approved private-school microschool:
families may be able to use the higher funding amount toward tuition

Homeschool or hybrid microschool:
funding may be limited to the lower annual amount and apply only to
certain expenses

Not participating in TEFA:
families typically pay tuition directly

Because of this, two microschools that look very similar
may have very different funding options.



What Families Should Verify

Before enrolling, it’s important to confirm how funding works for
a specific microschool.

As you explore your options, it’s helpful to ask:

« |Is the school an authorized TEFA provider?

. If so, under which category does it participate?

« What funding amount is my child eligible for?

« What expenses are covered, and what is not?

« Does the school handle billing through the TEFA system?
« Are there additional costs beyond what TEFA covers?

« What does the payment schedule look like?

Because TEFA payments may be distributed on a schedule, timing can affect how
and when families pay remaining costs.

Families can check the official TEFA website for the most up-to-date information,

including approved providers. However, because microschools may be listed
under different categories, it’s important to also confirm directly with the school.

What This Can Mean for Your Family

For many Texas families, TEFA can help reduce the cost of a microschool. But it is
best understood as a funding source, not a guarantee of full coverage.

In practice:

. some families may be able to cover a large portion of tuition
« others may combine TEFA funds with out-of-pocket payments
« many rely on a mix of funding, payment plans, or flexible school options

The most important factor is whether the microschool is approved and how it is
structured.

Learn More

For the most up-to-date information, application timelines, and eligibility details,
visit the official Texas Education Freedom Accounts portal:
https://educationfreedom.texas.gov/

You can also review the Texas Parent Application Guide for step-by-step
instructions.
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What the rest of this Guide covers:

Understand what microschools are
—and what they aren’t

Decide whether a microschool may
be a good fit for your child

Evaluate quality beyond
marketing language

Compare costs, funding options,
and logistics

Plan for a smooth transition if you
decide to enroll

1
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Understanding
Microschools

Where Microschools Fit in the K-12 Landscape

Across the country, families are rethinking school as large, standardized
models struggle to meet the needs of individual children. Many are turning
to smaller, more personal learning environments in response.

Microschools sit within this broader landscape as one option families explore
when seeking more responsive learning environments. They are not a trend
or a replacement for traditional schools, but a response to challenges many
families experience in larger systems, including scale, stress, and one-size-
fits-all approaches to learning.

Today, an estimated 1-2 million students across the United States are
learning in microschool-style environments.* This includes small private

schools, learning pods, and homeschool-based microschools.

What unites these settings is not a single philosophy or structure, but their
size and emphasis on relationships.

*Source: RAND Corporation (2025). Microschools as an Emerging Education Model.

Understanding Microschools




Where Do Microschools Fit?

A Big-Picture View of K-12 Options

. Private .
Public School School Homeschool Microschool
Typical size Large Medium-large Very small Vemysmell
(hundreds+) (5-25 students)
Class size Large Medium 1-3 children Small groups
classrooms classrooms
Who leads Credentialed T Parent/ Educator
2 eachers . .
learning teachers caregiver or guide
q Set by Mostly . Flexible,
Leaming pace grade level grade-based Fully flexible individualized
Fixed school Fixed school . Structured,
Schedule day/year day/year Fully flexible flexible
Family o Limited- . .
T Limited moderate Very high Moderate-high
Cost No tuition Tuition Low-moderate Tuition (varies)
Bestfitifyou | ¢ e & stability Structure Full control AL
want... with choice responsive school

*Funding options, services, and requirements vary by state and program.

Understanding Microschools




What This Means for Families

Microschools sit between traditional schools and homeschooling.
Most school options fall on a spectrum.

On one end are large systems designed to serve many students efficiently.
On the other is homeschooling, where families take on full responsibility for
learning.

Microschools sit in the middle.

N

— —

Homeschool Microschool Traditional School

Microschools offer:

« The structure and consistency of a school
« With the small size and flexibility families often seek in homeschooling

This middle ground is what draws many families to microschools—especially
when a child needs more attention, different pacing, or a calmer learning
environment.

Microschools are schools.

They are not informal arrangements or temporary solutions.
Students attend regularly, follow a learning plan, and build
relationships within a stable community.

What this comparison is (and isn’t)

This comparison is meant to help you: It’s not meant to:
« See trade-offs clearly « Rank school types
« Understand what changes from . Suggest one option works
one option to another for every child
« Narrow the options worth  Replace visiting or asking
exploring further questions

Understanding Microschools




@ Why Microschools Are Growing

What families are responding to:

Smaller learning environments
make it easier to:

. Adjust pacing for advanced or
struggling learners

« Reduce stress and overstimulation
« Build stronger relationships

« Support student agency and
engagement

Microschools often attract
families with:

. Gifted or advanced learners

« Children with diverse learning
needs, including neurodivergent,
twice-exceptional, and other
learning differences

. Students experiencing anxiety or
burnout

- Families seeking alignment with
values or learning approach

Policy and funding shifts:

In some states, Education Savings
Accounts (ESASs), like Texas Education
Freedom Accounts, allow families to use
public funds for approved education
expenses, including some microschools.

Understanding Microschools
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Microschools work well for some children and not for others.

This section isn’t about deciding yet. It’s about clarifying what your child
actually needs, based on their current experience and how they learn best.
That clarity makes every next step easier, whether you end up choosing a
microschool or not.

Start with your child’s current experience.

Common reasons families start looking include:

« Large classes where their child doesn’t get enough attention

. Stress, anxiety, or burnout connected to school

« Learning that feels either too slow or too fast

« Amismatch between teaching style and how their child learns
« Social challenges that aren’t improving over time

If one or more of these sound familiar, a microschool may be worth

considering. If none of them do, another option may already be serving
your child well.

The questions below can help you decide whether a microschool
J may be worth exploring.

Key questions:

Does your child benefit fromn smaller groups?

Do they need flexibility, structure, or a balance of both?

What isn’t working right now—and why?

What supports must be maintained?

Understanding Microschools
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Worksheet: My Child’s Learning Snapshot

Part 1: What we’re seeing now

My child lights up when...

(e.g., hands-on projects, one-on-one time, outdoor learning, independent work)

My child struggles most when...
(e.g., long lectures, timed tests, noisy classrooms, rigid schedules)

The biggest school-related challenge we're facing right now is...

Part 2: What we’re hoping could be different

Three words that describe our ideal learning environment:

1.

Understanding Microschools




(Page 2 Worksheet: My Child’s Learning Snapshot)

What matters most right now (check all that apply):

Small class size

Flexible pacing

Clear structure and routines

Strong academic challenge

Emotional or social support

Neurodiversity-informed approach

Faith-based environment

Secular environment

Outdoor or experiential learning

Flexible schedule

Consistent daily schedule

Part 3: Non-negotiables and open questions

Our non-negotiables:
(Things this school must provide)

Our open questions or concerns:

Understanding Microschools




&-> How to use the worksheet:

Once you've filled out the worksheet, you don't need to “score” it.

Instead, use it to:

« Spot recurring themes
. Clarify what you're solving for
- Bring sharper questions into school visits or conversations

Many families find it helpful to revisit this worksheet after touring a school or
talking with an educator.

What comes next?

If this section surfaced reasons a microschool might be worth exploring, the
next pages will help you test that more directly.

Turn to “Is a Microschool a Good Fit for My Child?” for a structured self-check
that connects your reflections to concrete next steps.

Understanding Microschools




Self-Check: Is a Microschool
a Good Fit for My Child?

Answer each statement based on your child’s current school experience and
what you’re hoping could be different. This is just a decision tool, so there are
no “good” or “bad” responses.

Strongly Not sure/ Strongly
disagree Disagree mixed Agree agree
Q) @ 3) C)) (5)

My child would benefit

from being in a much O O O O O

smaller learning group.

My child learns best

when instruction can O O @ O O

move at their pace.

My child is more

rashondeonr | O | O | O | O] O

project-based.

My child is currently

wresssdorsmamoe | O | O | O | O | O

often than not.

It’s important to us that

wisythesaunre | O | O | O | O | O

teach him/her.

Understanding Microschools




(Page 2 Self-Check: Is a Microschool a Good Fit for My Child?)

Strongly Not sure/ Strongly
disagree Disagree mixed Agree agree
M (©)) ©)) @ 5

Our child would benefit

:;Zmicrirlgliezed attention @ O @ O O

or emotional support.

We’'re open to a school
model that looks
different from a O O C © @
traditional classroom
or schedule.

We're comfortable with
learning that may not
follow a standard

textbook or pacing O @ @ O O
guide.

We're willing to be more
involved or
communicative than we

might be in a large O @ @ @ O
traditional school.

Even if we're not sure
yet, we're open to

seriously exploring O @ @ @ @
alternatives to our

current school.

Understanding Microschools




How to Interpret Your Responses

Look for patterns, not a score

You don’t need to add up points. What matters is where you consistently
agreed or disagreed.

Pay attention to:
o Clusters of Agree / Strongly Agree
« Areas where you felt uncertain
« Any statement that gave you a strong reaction

If you mostly answered “Agree” or “Strongly Agree”

Microschools are likely worth exploring.

This suggests your child may benefit from:
« Smaller groups
» More flexibility in pacing or approach
« Stronger relationships with educators

Next step: Turn to “Types of Microschools” and “What to Look For”
to understand what quality looks like in practice. /

If your answers were mixed

A microschool could be a fit—or one option among several.

Mixed responses often mean:
« Some needs could be met within your current school
- Others may require a different environment

Next step: Use the “School Comparison Table” to evaluate one microschool
alongside your current option, rather than deciding in the abstract.

If you mostly answered “Disagree” or “Strongly Disagree”

A microschool may not be your first choice right now.

Consider whether specific pain points could be addressed within a
different setting, or whether a different option within a more traditional
path (public, charter, or private) might be a better fit.

Understanding Microschools




Exploring Your
Options

Microschools are not one-size-fits-all. Families encounter many different
models, often shaped by a school’s focus, values, and the needs of the

students it serves.

Montessori- STEM- Project-Based
Inspired Focused Learning

Classical

Faith- Nature-
Based . L Based
Common Microschool
Approaches Q
Sports & Arts-
Movement-Based Integrated
Inclusive Homeschool Gifted & Language
Learning Co-Op/Hybrid Talented Immersion

These are examples, not categories. Most microschools blend multiple approaches.

Exploring Your Options




How to Find Microschools Near You

Finding microschools can look different from finding traditional schools.
Many are small, local, and not always easy to spot through a single search.
This section helps you locate real options—and avoid common dead ends.

‘\\f‘) Start here

Search “[your city] microschool” or “microschool near me”

Ask in local homeschool, parenting, or education Facebook groups

Use microschool directories or networks that list schools by location

Contact state-level school choice or homeschool organizations

Some microschool networks and organizations maintain searchable maps
or directories that can help you see what exists in your area.

For example, KaiPod Learning offers a Microschool Directory that allows
families to search for microschools by location and explore basic information
about each school.

= ] Gt o
Li.{_ |"-.'C.1 | Po '--.i Fired A Microschood Stort A Microschool Grow Your Microschool Learn About Micreschools

Explore the Microschool Directory

Find @ mécroschonl whare your child fools seen, supported, and inspired every doy,

Grode Ll v School Type w @ City. Stats

z [+
s
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What to expect when you search

Microschools often don’t have polished websites, and they rely heavily on
word of mouth. They may use terms like “learning center,” “academy,” or

“program” instead of “school.”

If a result looks informal or hard to find, that doesn’t automatically mean
it’s low quality—but it does mean you should ask more questions.

Create a short list

Once you’ve identified a few possibilities, aim to narrow your list to three to
five schools to explore further.

Exploring Your Options




‘ What to Look For (& What to Question)

Look for patterns, not a score

You don’t need to understand every detail of a school’s philosophy to
evaluate whether it’s likely to be a good fit.

Pay attention to what you can see and hear:

« How students spend their time

« How adults interact with students

« How the day is structured

« How clearly the school explains what it does

These signals are often the most reliable forms of insight.

_ Green flags F Red flags

« Clear communication & policies
- Engaged students

. Specific examples of learning

- Transparent safety practices

Vague supervision plans
Unclear discipline approach
Resistance to questions

No examples of student work

Red flags don’t automatically mean a school isn’t a good fit, but they’re
good indicators to ask more questions.

Exploring Your Options




Touring a Microschool:

What to Ask and What to Notice

A school visit—whether in person or virtual—is often the clearest way to
understand whether a microschool could work for your child.

You don’t need to ask everything at once. The goal is to understand how the
school actually operates day to day, and how that lines up with your child’s
needs.

% Before the Visit: Set Yourself Up Well

Before you tour, confirm a few basics so your time is well spent.

- Ages and grade levels served

- Schedule (days per week, start/end times)

« Tuition and funding options

« Enroliment timeline or waitlist

« Whether your child can attend part of the visit

If possible, ask for:

« A sample daily or weekly schedule
A short overview of how learning is structured

This gives you context before you walk in.

Exploring Your Options




% During the Visit: Key Questions

You don’t need to ask everything. Choose the questions that

matter most to your child.

Learning and daily experience:

“What does a typical day look
like here?”

“How do students work on
different levels or at different
paces?”

Support and relationships:

“How do you get to know
students as individuals?”

“How do you support students
when they’re struggling—
academically or emotionally?”

Communication and expectations:

“How do you communicate
with families?”

“What does progress look like
over time?”

Listen for:
- Time for core skills, projects, and breaks

- Balance between independent and
group work

- Aclear rhythm to the day

Listen for:
. Concrete examples
- Flexibility without chaos

» How educators track progress
overtime

Listen for:
- Regular check-ins
- Awareness of strengths and challenges

- Examples of adapting for specific
students

Listen for:
- Clear routines and expectations
- Calm, respectful responses
« Willingness to partner with families

Listen for:

. Predictable rhythms (weekly updates,
conferences, portfolios)

+ Two-way communication
« Clear points of contact

Listen for:

- Portfolios, projects, or mastery
indicators

- Clear explanations—not just
reassurance



What to Notice

Sometimes what you notice matters as much as what’s said.

« Are students engaged and comfortable?

« Are expectations clear and consistent?

« How do adults redirect or support students?

« Does the environment feel calm and purposeful?

If your child attends the visit, notice:

« What do they comment on afterward?
« How is their energy during and after the visit?

After the Visit: Capture
Your Impressions

Use the worksheet on the
following page to jot down
notes within 24 hours of your
visit, while details are fresh.

Print as many worksheets as
you need to cover all the
schools you visit.

Exploring Your Options
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Worksheet: School Visit Notes

School name:

Date visited:

My child’s response
(if applicable)

Atmosphere and environment
(What stood out when you arrived? What felt clear or unclear?)

Learning approach
(How students spent their time; how learning was structured)

Support and relationships
(How adults interacted with students & needs addressed)

Communication and expectations
(How progress and concerns are shared)

Exploring Your Options

What felt like a
strong fit

What | still have
questions about




(D Comparing Options

Use this table to capture first impressions and key differences, not to

score schools.

You don’t need to fill in every box. Focus on the rows that matter most for
your child and family.

For a closer look at how schedule, support, and services affect your overall costs, use the
Microschool Budget Planner on page 30 alongside this table.

School Comparison Table

Current School

Microschool A

Microschool B

Microschool C

Class size

Learning model

(e.g., traditional,
Montessori, hybrid)

Schedule &
calendar

Academic

support

(e.g., tutoring,
enrichment, learning
supports)

Social
environment

Safety &
supervision
(e.g,. background
checks, emergency
plans)

Transportation &
location

Cost & funding
(see Budget
Planner)

Family fit

Exploring Your Options




Understanding
Costs & Funding

Cost is often one of the first questions families have, and it’s one of the
hardest to compare.

Microschools don’t follow a single pricing model. Understanding what drives
cost, what funding may be available, and what questions to ask will help you
evaluate options clearly and avoid surprises later.

Microschool tuition varies widely.

Some microschools cost less than private schools. Others are comparable.
A few operate as low-cost or shared-expense models.

Factors that affect cost:

« Number of staff and student—adult ratios
« Facilities and location

- Curriculum and materials Lower cost doesn't

automatically mean

 Specialized supports or services lower quality—and
« Included enrichment or extended learning higher cost doesn’t
experiences (such as music, martial arts, art guarantee better fit.

therapy, etc.)
« Length of the school day or year

Ask what’s included Common add-ons to ask about:
Before comparing price alone, ask: « Materials or technology fees
« What does tuition cover? - Field trips

» Extended-day care
» Therapies or specialized services

« What costs are additional?



Public Funding and ESAs

In some states, families can use a portion of public education funds for
approved education expenses, which can include microschools. These
include vouchers and tax credit scholarships, with priority for low-income
households and students with learning differences.

Not every state offers these programs, and not every microschool
participates.

What matters for families is:

« Whether funding is available where you live
« Whether the school has experience working with it
« What expenses it can be used for

Start here

 Ask the school: “Do families here typically use TEFA or other
public funding?”

« Check your state’s official education or school choice website

For a state-by-state overview of school choice programes, visit
choicecomparison.org (maintained by EdChoice).

Because rules can change, it’s always important to confirm
current details before making financial decisions.

Understanding Costs & Funding



http://choicecomparison.org/

Other Tuition Options

Microschools may offer:

« Monthly or annual tuition
options

« Part-time or hybrid enrollment

« Sliding-scale tuition or
scholarships

« Sibling discounts

« Support through churches or
community organizations

Availability varies by school.
Asking early helps avoid
misunderstandings later.

Understanding Costs & Funding




% Worksheet: Microschool Budget Planner

Use this planner to compare your current school-related costs with a
microschool option. It’s okay to use estimates.

Education Costs by Category
CORE SCHOOL COSTS

Estimated Cost

Category (monthly or annual)

Tuition or core enrollment fees

Schedule & calendar impact
(e.g., childcare, work schedules)

Transportation & location-related costs

ACADEMIC SUPPORT & LEARNING

Estimated Cost

Category (monthly or annual)

Curriculum, materials, or supplies

Academic support (tutoring, enrichment)

Testing, assessments, or portfolios

STUDENT SUPPORT & WELL-BEING

Estimated Cost

Category (monthly or annual)

Special services or therapies

Social-emotional or behavioral supports

Other student support needs




(Page 2 Microschool Budget Planner)

ADDITIONAL CONSIDERATIONS

Estimated Cost

Category (monthly or annual)

Extracurriculars tied to the school

Technology or software

Other school-related costs

FUNDING & OFFSETS

Funding Source Estimated Amount

ESA or other public funding

Scholarships or tuition assistance

Sibling or family discounts

Other support

Notes/Questions to Follow Up On




Preparing for
the Transition

Choosing a new school is only part of the process. Preparing for the
transition—logistically and emotionally—can make a meaningful
difference in how smoothly your child settles in.

This section focuses on what families can do before, during, and after
the shift to a microschool to set everyone up for success.

Preparing Your Child

Children often take cues from the adults around them. Clear, calm
communication helps reduce uncertainty and build confidence.

How to talk about the change

Keep explanations: You might say:
« Honest « “You'll be learning in a smaller group.”
« Age-appropriate + “Your teacher will get to know you
. Focused on what will stay the really well”

« “Some things will feel different at first

same as well as what will change > .,
—and that’s okay.

Involve your child when appropriate

For older children especially:

« Invite them to visit the school
« Ask what they’re curious or worried about
« Let them share what matters most to them

Being heard helps children feel invested, even if the decision ultimately
rests with you.

Preparing for the Transition




Practical Prep

Before the First Day

=\ Two-Three Weeks Before

Confirm schedule, start date, and
daily routines

Review transportation and drop-off
plans

Gather required materials or supplies

Understand communication
expectations

One Week Before

Walk through a typical day
with your child

Practice the new routine
(wake-up time, commute)

Answer last-minute
questions honestly

Preparing for the Transition




The First 30 Days

What to Expect

Even positive changes can feel bumpy at first.

During the early weeks, it's common for children to:

« Feel excited and uncertain at the same time
« Need more reassurance or downtime
 Take time to adjust to new routines or expectations

This doesn’t mean the decision was wrong. It means your child is adapting.
Try to avoid drawing big conclusions in the first few weeks.

Early signs of adjustment

« Talking about school experiences
« Feeling tired but engaged
« Asking thoughtful questions about learning

Signs of growing fit

« Increased confidence or curiosity
« Stronger relationships with peers or adults
« Willingness to try new challenges

Signals to check in

« Persistent stress or resistance
» Confusion about expectations
« Ongoing frustration without support

If concerns come up, start with a conversation. Most microschools expect
and welcome early check-ins, and flexibility is often built into the model.
Small adjustments during the transition are commmon and reflect the
personalized nature of these learning environments.

Preparing for the Transition
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Worksheet: 30-Day Check-In

What’s going well so far:

What still feels challenging:

Questions to discuss with the school:

Preparing for the Transition




Checking in and adjusting is part of thoughtful decision-making, not a sign
that something has gone wrong.

After a few months, it’s reasonable to step back and reflect:

 Are concerns being acknowledged and addressed?
« Is communication open and constructive?
- Is my child’s experience trending in a positive direction?

Sometimes adjustments within the school help. Sometimes families decide a
different option makes more sense. Both outcomes reflect care and
attention—not mistakes.

What Comes Next

Once your child is settled, the relationship between families and the
microschool becomes central.

The next section focuses on how families and microschools work best
together, including communication, expectations, and partnership
over time.

Preparing for the Transition




Partnering with
a Microschool

Microschools work best when families and educators operate as
partners—with shared expectations, clear communication, and
mutual respect.

This section outlines what families can typically expect from a
microschool, and what helps the partnership stay strong over time.

Although each microschool is unique, many are built around common
practices that support strong family—school partnerships.

Clear communication

- Regular updates on learning and progress
« A consistent point of contact
« Transparency about schedules, expectations, and changes

Intentional learning

« Aclear approach to core skills and learning goals
« Adjustments based on student needs
. Evidence of learning through work, projects, or portfolios

Care and supervision

« Clear routines and boundaries
- Thoughtful adult—student interactions
. Attention to safety and well-being

If something feels unclear, it’s reasonable to ask for clarification early
rather than wait.



Your Role as a Family Partner

Family involvement looks different in a microschool than in a large
traditional school—but it doesn’t mean doing everything yourself.

Most microschools benefit when families:

« Share relevant context about their child early

» Use agreed-upon communication channels

« Reinforce routines and expectations at home

« Raise questions or concerns directly and respectfully

This partnership allows educators to respond quickly and thoughtfully when
a student needs support or adjustment.

Partnering with a Microschool




Strong communication doesn’t mean constant updates. It means
predictable rhythms and mutual clarity.

Healthy communication often includes:

« Regular check-ins or progress updates
» Clear ways to raise questions
» Shared understanding of goals and next steps

Every school experience includes moments that need attention—academic,
social, or logistical.

When challenges come up:

« Start with curiosity, not conclusions
« Ask how the school typically handles similar situations
» Focus on problem-solving, not blame

Microschools are often able to adjust quickly because of their size. Open
dialogue helps that flexibility work in your child’s favor.

If you ever feel unsure about:

« What the school handles
« What families are expected to handle
« How decisions are made

It’s appropriate to ask for clarity. Strong microschools expect these
conversations and view them as part of a healthy partnership.

i( Healthy School-Family Partnership Checklist

Expectations are clear on both sides Adjustments are discussed openly
Communication feels respectful The child’s experience remains
and timely central

Concerns are addressed directly




Special Topics

Every family’s situation is different. This section addresses
questions that commonly come up as families evaluate
microschools more closely or think about the long term.

You don’t need to resolve every topic at once. Use these sections
as reference points when they’re relevant to your family.

Students With Learning

Differences or Support Needs

Microschools vary in how they support students with learning
differences, disabilities, or specialized needs.

Some microschools:

 Are intentionally designed to support neurodivergent learners

« Work closely with outside providers (therapists, specialists)

» Offer flexible pacing, small-group instruction, and
individualized supports

Others may:

» Support a narrower range of needs
 Rely on families to coordinate outside services

Questions to ask

- How do you support students who learn differently?

- What kinds of accommmodations are possible here?

- How do you partner with outside providers or therapists?
- How is progress documented and shared?

fk Support looks different outside large systems. What matters
is clarity about what the school can (and can’t) provide.

Special Topics




Safety, Supervision,

and Daily Routines

Because microschools are small, safety practices may look different from
large campuses—but they should still be clear and consistent.

Ask about:

« Adult-to-student supervision

« Arrival and dismissal routines

« Background checks or vetting processes
« Emergency procedures

What to listen for:

» Specific answers, not general assurances
« Clear routines that students understand
» Calm, prepared responses to “what if” questions

Special Topics




Records, Transcripts,

and Transitions

Families often ask how learning is documented in a microschool—and
what happens if a child transitions to another school later on.

Because microschools are small and flexible by design, they may
document learning differently than large, traditional schools. What
matters most is not how learning is documented, but whether records are
clear, consistent, and usable for a child’s next steps.

Microschools may use a variety of approaches, including:

« Portfolios or collections of student work
« Narrative progress reports
« Course summaries or transcripts (especially for older students)

Some microschools also use widely recognized assessment tools, such as
MAP Growth, to help measure academic progress over time.

Tools like MAP can:

« Provide familiar reference points for families

« Support conversations about academic growth and readiness

» Help ease transitions to other schools that recognize these
assessments

Not all microschools use assessments like these, and those that do often
use them selectively rather than frequently. Assessment practices vary by
school and are typically shaped by the age of students and the school’s
learning approach.

:Oﬁ Questions families may want to ask:

If records and future transitions are important to you, consider asking:
. How is learning documented year to year?
. What records do families receive?
. Do you use any benchmarks or widely recognized assessments?
. How have students transitioned to other schools or programs in the past?

Special Topics




Accreditation & Recognition

Families often hear the word accreditation and wonder whether it’s required
—or what it means for their child’s future.

In simple terms, accreditation is a formal recognition process used by some
schools to show that they meet certain standards set by an outside
organization.

What accreditation usually involves

Accredited schools typically:

 Are reviewed by an external accrediting body
» Follow documented academic and operational standards
« Participate in periodic reviews or evaluations

In larger school systems, accreditation often helps ensure consistency across
many classrooms or campuses.

Why accreditation looks different for microschools

Because microschools are small and operate under different state rules,
many do not pursue traditional accreditation—even when they provide
strong, high-quality learning experiences.

Instead, microschools may demonstrate quality through:

 Clear learning plans and goals

« Portfolios of student work

« Narrative progress reports

« Transparent communication with families

None of these are lesser forms of documentation—they’re simply different.

Special Topics




When accreditation When accreditation

may matter more may matter less
« Your child may returnto a « Your child is younger
traditional public or private

« You're prioritizing fit,
relationships, and daily

« Your child is in middle or high learning experience
school and will need transcripts

school

« The school provides clear
« You anticipate moving between documentation of
states or school systems learning progress

- When required for certain ESA or
public funding programs

If the microschool is accredited, ask how they support transitions and what
records families receive.

Many families successfully transition students without accredited records by
using portfolios, course summaries, or placement assessments.

Questions to ask instead of “Are you accredited?”
A more helpful set of questions may be:

« How do you document student learning over time?

« What records do families receive?

« How have students transitioned to other schools or programs?
« How do you support families if a transition is needed?

Clear answers to these questions can matter more than a yes/no label.

% Bottom line

Accreditation is one way schools demonstrate quality, but it’s
not the only way. What matters most is whether learning is
well documented and whether the school can support your
child’s next steps.



Faith, Culture, & Values Alignment

Many families seek learning environments that align with their values,
culture, or beliefs.

Microschools may be:

« Faith-based or values-centered
» Secular with a specific educational philosophy
« Intentionally inclusive of diverse backgrounds

Questions to ask:

- How are values reflected day to day?
« How does the school approach inclusion and belonging?
« What expectations exist around participation or coommunity norms?

What matters is whether the environment feels aligned and respectful—not
whether it matches a label.

Special Topics
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When families choose a microschool, they’re often choosing something
smaller and more personal. Naturally, that may raise questions about
continuity.

What continuity looks like in a microschool
Continuity doesn’t always mean staying exactly the same. In

microschools, it often shows up as:

« Clear plans for each school year

« Thoughtful enroliment pacing

« Transparent communication about growth or change
» Systems for documenting learning over time

A school can be small and well-planned at the same time.

Questions that help clarify long-term fit

Instead of asking whether a school is “stable,” consider asking:

« How long has the school been operating in its current form?
« How do you plan enrollment from year to year?

« What happens if enrollment grows or changes?

« How do you support students if a family’s needs shift?

You're listening for clarity and thoughtfulness—not guarantees.

How to think about newer schools
Some microschools are newer by design. A newer school isn't
automatically riskier. What matters is whether:

« Expectations are clearly communicated
« Plans are shared openly
« Families are kept informed as the school evolves

Transparency is often a better indicator than age alone.



Putting It All
Together

By this point, you’ve explored what microschools are, how they
compare to other options, what to look for, how costs and transitions
work, and which questions matter most for your family.

The final step isn’t about finding a perfect answer. It’s about making a
thoughtful, informed decision based on what you now understand
more clearly.

A Simple Decision Framework

Use the five-step framework on the following pages to bring
everything together.

You don’t need to rush it—and you don’t need certainty at every step.

Putting It All Together




5-Step Decision Framework

Step 1 Clarify your priorities

Return to what matters most right now for your child.

Ask yourself:

« What challenges are we trying to solve?
« Which needs feel most urgent?
« Which trade-offs are we willing to make?

You may find it helpful to revisit the self-check and comparison tools earlier
in this guide as you clarify your priorities.

Step 2 Narrow your options

You don’t need to evaluate every school available.

Most families find it helpful to focus on:

« One current option
« One or two alternatives worth exploring further

Use the School Comparison Table to capture key differences without
overthinking them.

Step 3 Pressure-test with real questions

Before deciding, ask:

« Do we understand how this school actually works day to day?
 Are expectations clear on both sides?
« Does communication feel open and straightforward?

If something feels unclear, it’s okay to pause and ask follow-up questions.

Putting It All Together




Step 4 Consider feasibility

Now bring in logistics:

« Schedule and transportation
» Cost and funding
« Family capacity and involvement

Use the Microschool Budget Planner to understand how these factors fit
together—not just on paper, but in real life.

Step 5 Decide—and plan a check-in

Once you decide, give the choice time to unfold.

Give yourself a defined check-in point (often within the first 30 days) to
reflect on how the experience is working for your child. Talk about:

- What'’s going well
« What still feels uncertain
« Whether adjustments are needed

A thoughtful check-in supports responsiveness, not second-guessing.

A perspective worth holding
No school choice is permanent.
Children grow. Families change. Schools evolve.

Making a careful decision now doesn’t lock you into one path forever—
it simply reflects what you know and value today.

If you're still unsure

That’s okay. Some families:

. Visit a microschool and decide it’s not the right fit
« Choose to stay where they are for now
+ Revisit the idea later with more clarity

Each of those outcomes reflects intentional decision-making, not indecision.

Putting It All Together




Explore Microschools
Near You

See what’s available across Texas and start narrowing your
options.

In Texas, microschools vary in how they’re designed—but most
combine small group learning with flexibility, hands-on experiences,
and personalized support.

As you explore, you'll see differences in schedule, approach, and focus,
but the core goal is the same: creating a learning environment that

fits the needs of each student.

Use what you’ve learned in this guide to recognize what feels like the
right fit for your child—and what questions to ask along the way.

Browse microschools in Texas and connect directly with schools near you:

Explore Microschools in Texas
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